Antithrombin III synthesis in rat liver parenchymal cells.
We have previously demonstrated by immunoperoxydase the presence of immunoreactive antithrombin III (AT III) in rat hepatocytes. We now present direct evidence that rat hepatocytes in culture synthesize AT III like immunoreactive material : 35S-methionine was added to the culture medium and incubated with hepatocytes. After incubation, AT III was immunologically characterized in the medium. We found significant amounts of 35S-AT III among the radioactive proteins synthesized and secreted by the cells.